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January 25, 2011

To: Representative John Mizuno, Chair
And members of the Committee on Human Services

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 726 RELATING TO FOSTER CARE

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of more than 50 youth serving organizations, strongly supports HB
726 Relating to Foster Care.

Many youth who age out of foster care at age 18 are not fully prepared for the responsibilities of adult living. Some have not even
graduated from high school; most lack the employment skills and experience to earn a living wage. Like most 18 year olds, they may
not have learned how to manage their time and money, prepare nutritious meals, or manage an apartment.

Approximately 30% of former foster youth become homeless before age 21 and most live in poverty.

Other states that have extended foster care benefits on a voluntary basis to age 21 have found that this is effective in increasing
educational attainment, developing independent living skills, and reducing homelessness among this population. Hawaii’s foster
youth need and deserve this additional assistance to help them become healthy and productive citizens.

Thank you for this opportunity to testis’. Please accept my apologies for not appearing in person to testi&; I am traveling on HYSN
business on the mainland.

Sincerely,

Judith F. Clark
Executive Director
Hawaii Youth Services Network
~clarla~iihysn.org
808-531-2198
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Alan Shine,, President

HAWAII YOUTH SERVICES NETWORK
677 Ala Moana Boulevard, Suite 702 Honolulu, Hawaii

Phone: (808) 531-2198 Fax: (808) 534-1199
Web site: http: / /www.hvsn.org E-mail: info~hysn.org
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To: Representative John Mizuno, Chair
And members of the Committee on Human Services

TESTIMONY IN SUPPORT OF HB 726 RELATING TO FOSTER
CARE

Hawaii Youth Services Network (HYSN), a statewide coalition of more than
50 youth serving organizations, strongly supports HB 726 Relating to Foster
Care.

Many youth who age out of foster care at age 18 are not frilly prepared for
the responsibilities of adult living. Some have not even graduated from high
school; most lack the employment skills and experience to earn a living
wage. Like most 18 year olds, they may not have learned how to manage
their time and money, prepare nutritious meals, or manage an apartment.

Approximately 30% of former foster youth become homeless before age 21
and most live in poverty.

Other states that have extended foster care benefits on a voluntary basis to
age 21 have found that this is effective in increasing educational attainment,
developing independent living skills, and reducing homelessness among this
population. Hawaii’s foster youth need and deserve this additional
assistance to help them become healthy and productive citizens.

Thank you for this opportunity to testify. Please accept my apologies for not
appearing in person to testifS’; I am traveling on HYSN business on the
mainland.

Sincerely,

Judith F. Clark
Executive Director


